
2018 Enacted Legislation
For the full text of bills listed below, visit https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/. Unless otherwise noted, chaptered bills take effect on January 1, 2019.

Assembly Bills

AB 1786 (Cervantes) Academic credit for prior learning experience 

AB 1786 requires the Chancellor, by March 31, 2019, to establish an initiative to expand the use of credit for prior learning at California Community Colleges. The initiative will identify best practices, locate and collect available resources, and provide professional development. The Chancellor is required to submit a report to Legislature by January 1, 2020. 

AB 1858 (Calderon) Student financial aid: Financial Aid Shopping Sheet
AB 1858 adds a provision to the Donahoe Higher Education Act that requires public and private California colleges and universities to use the Financial Aid Shopping Sheet as developed by the U.S. Department of Education. It also requires the California Student Aid Commission to develop, in consultation with the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, a similar form in the event that the Shopping Sheet is no longer available. Finally, it specifies that the form shall provide information including grant and scholarship opportunities and net costs associated with attendance at a college or university.

AB 1805 (Irwin) Community colleges: Placement policies

As a condition for receiving funding, pursuant to the Student Equity and Achievement Program, this bill requires a community college to provide public notice of its policies regarding the placement of students. Notice information must include a college’s placement policies regarding: 1) threshold scores required on specified assessments; 2) requisite grades in specific high school courses, and 3) recommendations by an instructor or counselor. This bill requires each college to report their student placement policies, results, and information concerning justifications for students placed in below transfer-level math and English courses to the Chancellor’s Office annually. The measure also requires the Chancellor’s Office to publicly post outcome data or make this information available upon request.
AB 2248 (McCarty) Student financial aid: Cal Grant program

AB 2248 requires the California Student Aid Commission and higher education institutions awarding Cal Grants to notify students of the four-year limit for Cal Grant awards and the need to take 15 units per semester or 30 units per year to complete a degree in four years. AB 2248 also requires notification to occur as part of an initial or the renewal of a Cal Grant award, a new student orientation, a financial aid recipient’s annual registration, and in cases where a student registers online for fewer than 15 units.

AB 2850 (Rubio) Nurse assistant training programs: online or distance learning 
AB 2850 authorizes the 60 hours of required classroom training for certified nurse assistants to be offered through online or distance learning classes. Requires that online or distance learning classes be approved by the Department of Public Health.

AB 2894 (Gloria) Students called to active duty during term 

AB 2894 provides that, subject to applicable federal, state, and institutional refund and withdrawal policies, when a student is called to active military duty during an academic term, the student may:

· Choose to withdraw from the institution with a full refund.

· Choose to request that the instructor assign a grade for the course based on the work the student has completed, if at least 75% of the term has been completed,. Instructor has final decision to grant such a request. 

· If the faculty member assigns a grade of Incomplete for the student’s coursework, the student has a minimum of 4 weeks after returning to the institution to complete the course requirements, as prescribed. 
AB 3101 (Carrillo) Community colleges: CCC Apply 
AB 3101 requires the Chancellor, on or before July 31, 2019, to revise the CCC Apply application and enrollment process, only asking students to submit data required by the federal government, or which is necessary as determined by the Chancellor. AB 3101 also creates an exemption for students seeking to enroll exclusively in noncredit courses at a community college from the residency classification requirements. 

Senate Bills 

SB 183 (Lara) Educational equity: immigration status

SB 183 would add immigration status as a covered basis under the Equity in Higher Education Act. This bill specifically references immigration status as a protected class from discrimination in California’s public higher education segments.

SB 577 (Dodd) Community College Teacher Credentialing Partnership Pilot Program
SB 577 establishes the California Community College (CCC) Teacher Credentialing Partnership Pilot Program that awards $500,000 grants each to three collaboratives. It requires the collaboratives to have one or more teacher-credentialing higher education institutions, with a physical presence in this state, collaborating with one or more community colleges to offer teacher-credential degree programs on community college campuses. Awarding of these grants is contingent upon funding provided for this purpose in the annual budget.  
SB 972 (Portantino) Student ID cards: suicide prevention hotline telephone number
SB 972, commencing July 1, 2019, requires a campus of the California Community Colleges that issues student identification cards to include the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline telephone number on the back of the card. One district has indicated that it will incur $75 in one-time costs to add the phone number on all student ID cards. Colleges that have non-compliant cards are allowed to use those until new cards are made.
SB 1071 (Roth) California Community Colleges: credit for prior military education 
SB 1071 requires, by September 1, 2019, the Chancellor in collaboration with the Academic Senate to develop a consistent policy to award military personnel and veterans who have an official Joint Services Transcript course credit for California Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum, California State University General Education Breadth, or local community college general education requirements. The bill also requires, by December 31, 2020, each community college district to have a policy consistent with the policy developed by the Chancellor.
SB 1348 (Pan) Allied health professional clinical programs: reporting
SB 1348 requires the Chancellor’s Office to collect information from allied health programs on clinical placements. This bill seeks to use the information on clinical placements to determine the scope of the problem of community colleges losing clinical placement spots at hospitals to for profit colleges. 
SB 1406 (Hill): Community college baccalaureate degree pilot program

SB 1406 extends Baccalaureate Degree Pilot Program by repealing the requirement in current law that calls for a student participating in a program to complete his or her degree program by the end of the 2022-23 academic year. This bill requires a participant to commence his or her degree program by the beginning of the 2022-23 academic year, and extends the July 1, 2023, inoperative date and the January 1, 2026 repeal date by three years. Finally, the bill changes the due date for the Legislative Analyst’s final evaluation report from July 1, 2022 to July 1, 2021. 

SB 1412 (Bradford) Applicants for employment: criminal history 
SB 1412 requires employers to only consider convictions relevant to the job that an applicant is applying for when using a criminal background check.

