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Today’s Agenda

Background

• Undocumented Students in California

• DACA Overview

• Federal Immigration Enforcement

• DACA Litigation

• Student Impacts



Today’s Agenda

Responses

• State Legislative Responses

• Community College Activism

• Practical Suggestions 

• Resources for Students
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Understanding

Undocumented Status



Immigration Status



9National Statistics of  
Undocumented Individuals



Undocumented Students In California

Privates

???



Recognize Diversity

In the Shadow of the Ivory Tower, 2015, UCLA
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Most college-bound undocumented students are:

•Courageous, Resilient & Resourceful

•Often attended elementary, middle, or high school in U.S.

•Want to pursue a college education

•Lack of familiarity with financial aid process

•Often work to pay for school & help their families

•Lack of sufficient institutional support

•Lack a way to become legal residents or citizens in U.S.

Undocumented Student Profile



What is the Narrative?

Good Immigrant vs. Bad Immigrant

The DREAMer vs. the Undocumented Student

❧

❧



NO Human Being is Illegal



Not All Undocumented Students 
Have Access to the Same Support



❧

Important Legislation at a Glance
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WHY AB 540 is SO Important
Resident vs. Non-Resident Fees

Full Time  

Tuition/Fees

12 units per  

Semester

Santa Rosa  

Jr. College

Sonoma State  

University

Eligibility for  

CA Dream  

Act Financial  

Aid

Resident,

AB 540 or 2000

$552 $3,862 YES

Non-Resident,  

Undocumented or  

International

$3,360 $8,614 NO



What is DACA? 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

– two-year employment authorization

– relief from deportation

– 223,000 DACA recipients in California

❧



DACA and the Economy
Economics

– Avoids Costs

• $60 billion = lost revenue to the federal 
government

• $280 billion = lost GDP 

(Source: Cato Institute.)

– Provides Benefits

• By 2030, California will have a shortfall of college-
educated workers 

• DACA recipients have high rates of employment 



Understanding the DACA Rescission
http://e4fc.org/resources/whatweknowcandonow.html

• New DACA applications are no longer accepted

• DACA and work permits are valid until Expiration Date

• Advance Parole to travel abroad is no longer available

• Those eligible for DACA were only a small percentage 

of undocumented youth

http://e4fc.org/resources/whatweknowcandonow.html


How DACA Rescission Affects 
Higher Education

• Dramatic Increase in Fear & Anxiety
• Some are Students Questioning the Value of 

Continuing
• Limits Options Upon Graduation
• Reduction of Student Assistants On-Campus
• Loss of Income when Work Authorization Expires
• Specific Scholarships Required DACA Eligibility

http://www.ilrc.org/
https://www.nilc.org/
http://unitedwedream.org/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/


DACA Information

• DACA information remains in DHS System

– Obama Administration promised to maintain a 
wall between DACA information and ICE 

• But could use information for “law  
enforcement” purposes

– It’s not clear that ICE recognizes a distinction 
between law enforcement and immigration 
enforcement



DACA Litigation

• 5 Consolidated Cases in California

– Argues that DACA rescission was unlawful
• Reliance of recipients in sharing information

• Failure to provide notice and comment on administrative 
action

• President’s statements reveals an unlawful purpose

– Board of Governors’ Amicus Brief

– Chancellor Ortiz Declaration

– Injunction motion hearing Dec. 20



Immigration Enforcement
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Immigration Enforcement
• Expanded Immigration Force

– 10,000 additional ICE officers and agents 

– 5,000 additional Border Protection Officers

• Expansion of “Expedited Removal” 

– Deportation without hearing

• Obama:  limited to recently arrived immigrants 
within 100 miles of the border

• Trump: any undocumented person, anywhere, 
who cannot show presence in the United States 
for two years



Immigration Enforcement

• “Priorities for Removal” 

– Obama: Individuals convicted of serious crimes

– Trump: Dramatic expansion of priorities:

• Individuals convicted of or charged with any
crime; 

• Individuals who have committed an act for 
which they could be charged; 

• Individuals who have “abused any program 
related to the receipt of public benefits” 



Immigration Enforcement

• ICE Sensitive Locations Policy

– actions should be avoided at sensitive locations, 
including colleges and universities.

• Important Caveat

– Agents have wide discretion

– No categories of “removable aliens” exempt from 
enforcement except DACA (Kelly Memo, 2/20/17)



Responding to ICE
• Responding to ICE Inquiry

– Contact college president / designee

– Refer all requests from federal immigration 
authorities to legal counsel

– Contact student / student’s family

– Document the interaction
• Request and make copies of officer’s credentials
• Ask for ICE documentation and copy it
• Ask for signed consent to disclose information
• Do not resist physically



Judicial Warrants/Subpoenas

• Federal Judicial Warrants / Subpoenas

– Comply or risk contempt of court

• Search warrant will specify areas to be 
searched in non-public areas of school

• Arrest warrant will specify the student who 
will be seized

• Subpoena will identify specific records to be 
searched or produced



Administrative Warrants/Subpoenas
• ICE Administrative Warrants / Subpoenas

– Have not been reviewed by a Court to ensure probable 
cause / due process compliance

– An internal instruction to ICE agent to do something

• Search warrant does not allow ICE or law enforcement to 
search non-public areas

• A student may not be detained, prevented from leaving 
campus, or taken out of class to aid in the investigation of 
a non-criminal immigration violation.

• Subpoena does not require employee to produce 
information or records. 



Warrants



Subpoenas



What is a Sanctuary?

• The term “Sanctuary” has no legal meaning, 
and no consistent or agreed upon definition  

• Concept derived from religious traditions

• SF Churches in 1980’s protected refugees from 
Guatemala and El Salvador when U.S. would 
not recognize asylum claims

• Suggests safe harbor, but will not prevent the 
execution of a judicial warrant



Sanctuary Jurisdictions
• In practice, “sanctuary” means a refusal to 

cooperate

• Current policy objective: maintain relationships 
and encourage cooperation between immigrant 
communities and local law enforcement

• Sanctuary campus policies and practices vary –
some colleges have stated that they will not 
voluntarily (without a court order) assist the 
federal government in immigration enforcement



Sanctuary Jurisdictions
• 80 U.S. cities or states have sanctuary laws

• California: 

– Berkeley, East Palo Alto, Fresno, Garden Grove 
(Orange County), Los Angeles, Oakland, 
Richmond, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, San 
Rafael, Santa Cruz, Watsonville, Sonoma County

• Sanctuary states

– Alaska, District of Columbia, Montana, New 
Mexico, Oregon, California



Sanctuary Jurisdiction Litigation

• 8 U.S.C. section 1373 prohibits local 
restrictions on employees communicating 
with ICE about a person’s immigration status

• Executive Order cuts law enforcement 
funding to Sanctuary Jurisdictions

• November 15, 2017, AG Sessions letters to 29 
“sanctuary cities”



Sanctuary Jurisdiction Litigation

• Philadelphia district court ruled that federal 
funding could not be tied to section 1373 
compliance

• SF & Santa Clara case heard October 5 
seeking a permanent injunction against 
enforcement of the Trump Executive Order



California Sanctuary Laws

• Senate Bill 54 (DeLeon), Law Enforcement

– Prohibits law enforcement from:
• Using funds/personnel for immigration enforcement

• Inquiring about immigration status

• Detentions based on an immigration hold request

• Providing non-public information about a release date

– Some exceptions to this based on nature of past crimes

• Providing personal information about individual

• Participating in arrests based on civil immigration warrants

• Contracting with federal agencies for use of local facilities



California Sanctuary Laws

• Senate Bill 54 (DeLeon), Law Enforcement

– Specifically allows:
• Enforcement of federal law against illegal reentry after 

removal after conviction for an aggravated felony

• Cal. DOJ responses to criminal history inquiries

• Participation in joint law enforcement task forces if primary 
purpose is not immigration enforcement

• Giving access to ICE to interview an individual in custody

– But such cooperation may not violate “any 
federal, state, or local law or policy.”



California Sanctuary Laws
• Senate Bill 54 (DeLeon)

• Attorney General’s Model Policies
– Publication by October 1, 2018

– Consultation with stakeholders

– Designed to limit assistance with immigration 
enforcement “to the fullest extent possible”

– Public schools, public libraries, health facilities 
operated by the state or a political subdivision of the 
state, and courthouses, among others, must adopt 
the model or an equivalent



California Sanctuary Laws

• Assembly Bill 699 (O’Donnell)

• Similar to SB 54, but governing K-12 
schools

• Also requires Attorney General Model 
Policy
– Publication by April 1, 2018

– Will provide a preview of the SB 54 policy



Additional Protections in CA
• Assembly Bill 21 (Kalra) CCDs must:
• Refrain from disclosing personal info concerning students, faculty, and 

staff, “consistent with state and federal law”
• Provide guidance on local policies related to state & federal immigration 

laws
• Notify president/designee when ICE enters campus
• Verify administrative warrants and subpoenas
• Assign staff as single point of contact for individuals subject to an 

immigration order 
• Allow reenrollment of students who drop out due to immigration 

enforcement issues
• Allow continuation of financial aid, exemption from nonresident tuition 

fees, housing stipends, and other benefits



Additional State Funds for 
Immigrants 

• Assembly Bill 134 (Committee on Budget)  
– $20 million in additional funding for immigrant 

legal services under One California Program

– $10 million in financial aid for Dreamers in CCs, 
CSUs, UCs

• $7 million allocated to CCCs for emergency 
financial aid to Dream Act students



SB 68 EXPANDS
In-State Tuition for
Non-Traditional 
Students

IMPORTANT TO 
RECOGNIZE 
Students Who 
Attend Part-time!

FT or the Equivalent Units!



CA Legislation to Support
Its Residents

• Assembly Bill 343 ( McCarty)
– Exempts refugees or special immigrant visa 

holders who settle in California from paying 
nonresident tuition at CCs



DACA and the Congress
• Trump points to Congress

• Sen. James Lankford (R. Okla.)

– Claims Trump indicated that he would extend the 
March 5 deadline if Congress fails to act

– Co-authored conservative alternative to Dream 
Act with 15-year path to citizenship

• Sen. Kamala Harris (D. Cal.)

– No spending deal without DACA fix



• BOG, November 2016
• Called on President-elect Donald J. Trump to 

preserve DACA
• Met with congressional leaders
• Joined with the University of California, the 

California State University, and the California 
Community Colleges to defend the right of all 
students to obtain a higher education in California  

• Waived fees for enrolled international 
students prevented from returning to U.S. due 
to travel ban

Congressional Advocacy



January 2017 BOG Resolution
• Resolved that:

– 113 colleges welcome students regardless of 
immigration status 

– Financial aid remains available

– Urged President Trump to preserve DACA

– Promised CCs will not release personally 
identifiable student information related to 
immigration status unless required by judicial 
order



• Resolved that:

– No participation in a federal registry based on 
any protected characteristics

– To advocate at every level of government to 
protect ALL students and our system’s values

– Encouraged local districts to consider system 
values when creating policies and practices 
related to undocumented students

January 2017 BOG Resolution



Congressional Advocacy
• Chancellor’s Office Meetings

– June: California Higher Education Caucus
• Vice-Chairs (Denham and Bera) and other members of 

the California delegation

– October:
• Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy

• Senators Feinstein and Harris and others

– Senate Judiciary Testimony
• Chancellor Oakley



Congressional Advocacy

• DACA Advocacy Week

– October 16-20

– Materials circulated to community college 
districts for district office meetings with Members 
of Congress
• Fact Sheets, Qs & As

• Scripts

• 700 Letters



Supporting 
Undocumented 

Students
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Developing Best Practices

• Best Practices Handbook

– Chancellor’s Office and Community College 
Foundation received a $75,000 grant for the 
development of a handbook to share best 
practices and emerging resources to serve 
Dreamer students



Framework for Conceptualizing 
Institutional Support

Individual Group of People Institutional  
🌟 Foundational 🌟Emerging 🌟 Comprehensive



Undocu-Friendly School
#HeretoStay K-12 Toolkit for Educators

• A school that is inviting and public about 
their support for undocumented students and 
invests resources in their students by 
providing information, scholarships and 
programs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o-zD9Yy-oJboGOtWkBD3E8bz3DhEPPikOBBzYOOXSdU/edit?link_id=1&can_id=db425029876e84ee154fb562966e97a4&source=email-link-to-toolkit&email_referrer=link-to-toolkit&email_subject=link-to-toolkit


How Can Administrators HELP

• ENSURING Students Are PROTECTED 

– With POLICY RESOLUTIONS, GUIDELINES & 
TRAINING

• REVIEW Institutional Policies

– UndocuCollege Guide & Equity Tool: California

• Make Sure Support Visible at Your CCC!

– Posters, Stickers, Information & Resources



UndocuCollege Guide & Equity Tool
www.e4fc.org/resources

• Institutional Focus

• Identifies Statewide 
Challenges 

• Highlights Best Practices

• Equity Tool Provides 
Structure to Foster Campus 
Conversations

• GOAL: Strengthen 
Institutional Practices



UndocuCollege Guide & Equity Tool



How Can Universities Protect 
Undocumented Students?

• Limit retention of student information 
• Prohibit sharing information with federal immigration 

authorities absent a warrant

• Restrict immigration agents’ access to campuses

• Prohibit campus security from collaborating with federal 
immigration authorities for the purposes of enforcement

• Provide resources and information for immigrant 
students and their families

• Avoid inadvertent disclosures



HELPFUL Guide for Educators!
http://e4fc.org/images/E4FC_SanctuarySchoolandSafeZoneMov.pdf

http://e4fc.org/images/E4FC_SanctuarySchoolandSafeZoneMov.pdf


How Educators Can Help

• Institutional Level
• Letters of Support and/or Sanctuary Campus, Trainings, 

Financial Support, Institutional Practices

• With Students & Their Families
• Create Safe Spaces, Investigate Potential Remedies, 

Integrate, Offer Support & Make it Visible!

• Individually
• Self-Care, Connect with Other Educators, Know the Laws



Practical Suggestions for Colleges 

• Dreamer resource centers

– USD has done this with success

– Note that only clergy and psych. services are 
privileged

• Designate 1-2 faculty as point of contact
• Connect to or develop pro bono networks

• Host “know  your rights clinics”

• Role play responses to ICE enforcement



Practical Suggestions for Students

• FERPA file review

• Opt-out from disclosure of directory 
information

• Seek legal advice

– 14.3 percent of DACA recipient are eligible for 
another form of immigration relief

(Tom Wong, et al., Paths to Lawful Immigration Status: 

Results and Implications from the PERSON Survey, Journal 
on Migration and Human Security (2017).)



Voting Matters

• June 2018 Primary Election 

• November 6, 2018, General Election
• State Assembly, ½ of State Senate

• Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney General, 
Secretary of State, Treasurer, Controller, 
Superintendent of Public Education

• House of Congress (39 Democrats and 14 
Republicans)

• 1/3 US Senate (incl. 1 California Senator)



EXCELLENT RESOURCES 
FOR UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS
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KEEP GOING!

You are NOT 
Alone!



ALL in ONE! e4fc.org/resources



• The CA Dream Act and AB 540 do NOT depend on 

DACA!

• Access to the CA Colleges & Universities REMAINS 

OPEN!

• Info on the CA Dream App will NOT be shared with 

ICE! 

• FERPA makes it a crime for schools to share student 

records without their permission

Things Students Should KNOW!



California Student Aid Commission 
Promises to Protect Dream Act Students 

“CSAC promises not to share information with federal 
authorities and DACA status is not required to apply 

for CA Dream Act.”

-Executive Director Lupita Cortez Alcalá
September 7, 2017



Mapping the CA Dream Act
www.e4fc.org/resources/thecaliforniadreamact



CAL GRANTS: www.csac.ca.gov
Create an account at WebGrants4Students 

http://www.csac.ca.gov/


NEW Dream Act Website!
www.e4fc.org/thecaliforniadreamact.html

www.e4fc.org/thecaliforniadreamact.html



FAFSA vs. Dream



Students are Citizens with 
Undocumented Parents



E4FC Scholarship Resources



MyUndocumentedLife.org



DefineAmerican.com



Dreamer Intake Service
intake.e4fc.org

• Legal Intake Services

• Online 

• Free

• Confidential

• Personal Response



ImmigrantsRising.org
FINALLY, a site for Immigrant Entrepreneurs

• Expanding entrepreneurship 
opportunities for ALL 
Immigrants, regardless of 
status

• Webinars & Resource Materials 
– Working for Yourself
– Starting Your Own Business
– ITINS & Taxes
– Credit & Financial Capital



Pre-Health Dreamers



Make Your Support VISIBLE



Resources for Undocumented Students

• National Organizations
– United We Dream

• https://unitedwedream.org/

– Immigration Legal Resource Center
• https://www.ilrc.org/technical-assistance

– National Immigration Law Center
• https://www.nilc.org/

– National Immigration Legal Services Directory
• https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/legaldire

ctory/search?state=CA

http://www.cccco.edu/
https://www.ilrc.org/technical-assistance
https://www.nilc.org/
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/legaldirectory/search?state=CA


Resources for Undocumented Students

• California Organizations
– California Rural Legal Assistance

• https://www.crlaf.org/daca

– Chancellor’s Office
• http://www.cccco.edu

– Educators for Fair Consideration
• https://e4fc.org/resources

– Mission Asset Fund
• https://missionassetfund.org/lending-circles-for-dreamers/

http://www.cccco.edu/
http://www.cccco.edu/
https://e4fc.org/resources
https://missionassetfund.org/lending-circles-for-dreamers/


Takeaways

• March 5, 2018
– DACA expiry date

– District court will have ruled

• Congressional Advocacy

• Get informed

• Seek legal advice

• Support Voter Registration and Vote in 
2018



Thank you


